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Blessed be God
In His Angels and in His Saints!
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FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR



THE MOVABLE FEASTS

OVABLE FEASTS are so called because they
%have no fixed place in the calendar; their cele-

bration happening sooner or later, year by year,
according as the feast of Easter itself occurs at a differ-
ent period. The latter feast is always celebrated on the
Sunday which accompanies or follows the first full moon
after the spring equinox. As the movable feasts afford use-

ful lessons, we ought to take them fully to heart.

ADVENT

HE time of Advent cannot exactly be considered
festal, nor can it be classed among the movable

feasts; and yet the first day of Advent is, in another
sense, movable, inasmuch as it happens always on the
fourth Sunday before Christmas—which festival itself falls
on different days of the week. Advent means coming, and
the four weeks whereof it consists represent the four thou-
sand years which preceded the coming of the Son of God
into this world. Formerly, Advent-time was observed by
fasting, abstinence, and mortification, but not in a man-
ner so rigorous as that of Lent. Notwithstanding the alle-
viations which the Church has thought well to introduce
in the course of time, Advent has still remained a period
of recollection and prayer. The true Christian ought to
take advantage thereof, and by pious yearnings entreat
for the coming of the Son of God into his heart by grace,
and into the world at large by the spreading of the Gospel.

Reflection—*“All the days in which I am now in war-
fare I await until my change come. Thou shalt call me,
and I will answer Thee.”
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January 1—THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD

and the first legal observance required by Almighty

God of the descendants of Abraham. It was a sacra-
ment of initiation in the service of God, and a promise
and engagement to believe and act as He had revealed
and directed. The law of circumcision continued in force
until the death of Christ, and Our Saviour being born
under the law, it became Him, Who came to teach mankind
obedience to the law of God, to fulfill all justice, and to
submit to it. Therefore He was circumcised that He might
redeem them that were under the law, by freeing them
from the servitude of it; and that those who were in the
condition of servants before might be set at liberty, and
receive the adoption of sons in Baptism, which, by Christ’s
institution, succeeded to circumcision. On the day that
the divine Infant was circumcised, He received the name
of Jesus, which signifies SAVIOUR, which had been given
Him by the Angel before He was conceived. That name,
so beautiful, so glorious, the divine Child does not wish
to bear for one moment without fulfilling its meaning;
even at the moment of His circumcision He showed Him-
self a SAVIOUR by shedding for us that blood a single
drop of which is more than sufficient for the ransom and
salvation of the whole world.

@IRCUMCISION was a sacrament of the Old Law,

Reflection—Let us profit by the circumstance of the
new year, and of the wonderful renewal wrought in the
world by the great mystery of this day, to renew in our
hearts an increase of fervor and of generosity in the
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service of God. May this year be one of fervor and of
progress! It will go by rapidly, like that which has just
ended. If God permits us to see its end, how glad and
happy we shall be to have passed it holily!

January 2—ST. FULGENTIUS, Bishop

Fulgentius was appointed at an early age procura-

tor of his province at Carthage. This success, how-
ever, did not satisfy his heart. Levying the taxes proved
daily more distasteful, and when he was twenty-two, St.
Austin’s treatise on the Psalms decided him to enter reli-
gion. After six years of peace, his monastery was attacked
by Arian heretics, and Fulgentius himself driven out des-
titute to the desert. He now sought the solitude of Egypt,
but finding that country also in schism, he turned his steps
to Rome. There the splendors of the imperial court only
told him of the greater glory of the heavenly Jerusalem,
and at the first lull in the persecution he resought his
African cell. Elected bishop in 508, he was summoned forth
to face new dangers, and was shortly after banished by
the Arian king, Thrasimund, with fifty-nine orthodox
prelates, to Sardinia. Though the youngest of the exiles,
he was at once the mouthpiece of his brethren and the
stay of their flocks. By his books and letters, which are
still extant, he confounded both Pelagian and Arian here-
siarchs, and confirmed the Catholics in Africa and Gaul.
An Arian priest betrayed Fulgentius to the Numidians,
and ordered him to be scourged. This was done. His hair
and beard were plucked out, and he was left naked, his
body one bleeding sore. Even the Arian bishop was ashamed
of this brutality, and offered to punish the priest if the
Saint would prosecute him. But Fulgentius replied, “A Chris-
tian must not seek revenge in this world. God knows how
to right His servants’ wrongs. If I were to bring the punish-
ment of man on that priest, I should lose my own reward
with God. And it would be a scandal to many little ones
that a Catholic and a monk, however unworthy he be,
should seek redress from an Arian bishop.” On Thrasimund’s

8N SPITE of family troubles and delicate health,



